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Infrastructure for
Prevention: Funding,
Personnel, and
Coordination
Like any other field, preventive intervention research cannot thrive without providing for its infrastructure. What levels of funding and personnel are necessary to implement the prevention research activities outlined in the earlier chapters? How can the entire enterprise best be coordinated? To begin to answer these questions, the committee first reviewed the existing federal presence in the prevention of mental disorders. It determined which agencies have relevant research and service programs and reviewed the funding, personnel, and training resources supporting these programs. The committee then reviewed current coordination efforts among federal agencies.
FUNDING
Estimates of funding levels for research on prevention of mental disorders were difficult for the committee to obtain for several reasons. First, the definitions of prevention and prevention research vary immensely across and within agencies. Basic research, risk identification studies, preventive interventions, treatment, and maintenance are all included in the U.S. Public Health Service's definition of "prevention research." Some agencies use this inclusive definition, and others do not. (See Chapter 2 for more discussion of this issue.)
Second, the definition of mental disorder varies. Although many agencies are doing work in this area, some of them do not see their activities as having anything to do with "mental disorders" because they use a narrow definition of that term. A broader definition, for example,
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